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We knew perfectly well. We had read our histories, \Vc
knew that a perfect typhoon would rage round all our
liberties, uprooting them, breaking*, crushing and scattering
them north, south, east, and west. Our appointed place
was to stand by those liberties and defend them. Harclic
knew that, if we lost our democratic sense, if we could put
on one side our democratic, political instincts, militarism
would come across the seas ; militarism would come to
our own land ; militarism would sit on our own thresholds ;
and, whilst our soldiers were lighting it on the (lontinent, our
military authorities would give it hospitality, harbourage,
and welcome.*
This rather vague and metaphorical succession of sub-
ordinativc clauses was taken by the audience as a courageous
reference to the hated Defence of the Realm Act, and they
applauded so suddenly and so tumultuously that MaoDonuld
did not get a chance to add another metaphor,
*  Our biologists tell us of Hie breeding true*.    They mean
by that* that the offspring of parents inherit from those
parents certain essential characteristics,   Ilanlie told us, the
I.L.P. told the country, that war breeds true.    And the
offspring never has been, never will be, and never can be
peace and national security.   The offspring of war is war,
The offspring of war is hate.   The offspring of war is national
insecurity.   The nation will never find peace by the sword.'
The sequence of sentences all beginning with the1! same
subject and running as it were on parallel lines is a well-known
device for obtaining emphasis. It Is a dialectic device that
MacDonald constantly employed.
* This War has destroyed this nation as an island.   We are
no longer isolated.   The Navy is an obsolete, weapon,   We
can no longer stand apart unless we change completely our
policy.    Conscription is not for this war, but for the next
war,'   (Loud applause.)
There spoke the demagogue. It must be carefully remem-
bered that this speech was delivered In 1916 during a crisis in
the War, It was never reported in the Press and therefore
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